THE WHITE CAPE ROCK SHELTER

Large horse’s forgotten place

WHERE IS IT ? 

Still in Dordogne and not so far from Eyzies village in the road in direction of Sarlat, we fork left going to Saint-Genies. White Cape Shelter is about some miles later, in a secondary road 48 against-low. This 16 000 years old rock shelter had been inhabited during 6 000 years then it had been forgotten because it disappeared underground.  Right in the middle of a wood, it is today integrated in a modern unit also including a museum. It is a very peaceful site and the small walk leading us to it, encourage us to meet better the place where we are going to discover very beautiful sculptures and new wonders.  

WHAT DO WE SEE THERE?  

Currently shelter space is wholly closed and we discover sculptures with artificial light.  Then, it will immediately be necessary to imagine, while turning us towards opposite frontage (a dark wall) that, during prehistoric times, there was a superb natural landscape and a very useful observatory for its inhabitants...  Then only, we are able to turn back to the shelter to see first sculptures.  

Because their size, they are very impressive! All the animals are depicted in side view. They stand out clearly against the bush-hammered wall although, obviously, the colours are no longer visible today… We start the visit with an unfinished aurochs followed by an almost 2meters length horse in high relief engraved. Is it about a mare ready to foal? We can think about it...

Then, on various levels come two horses and we are noticing that once more, perspective rules had been strictly respected.  Any more, that doesn’t astonish you? Also, there is a 2,20 meters length very large Prjevalski horse. These horses are adorable : short and stocky, they are perfectly well adapted to Siberian temperatures. 

Immediately, these imposing works immerse us into imaginary: how in these times before, could be this habitat and from now, how many others are lost because they disappeared buried under several levels ?  It is thought that several artists had worked there. Maybe, the White Cape Lady took part of them? We see her skeleton reproduction found on the spot. She was 20 years old, measured 1,56meters and was left-handed.  All these details will undoubtedly help you to imagine her face and to think about what could be her short existence...  

Further, two reindeers appear.  The male seems to nibble the female ear.  As in many others sites, we are taking notice about this attentive animal kingdom observation and the fact that Prehistoric human beings chose to show tenderness more than violence through scenes they painted, engraved or carved...  

Another horse looks back a bovidae passing behind him.  Here also, perspective is well done.  Lastly, some more modest sizes engravings such as this bison whose horns appear in front and this "marked out" hand...  

It is thus about a monumental plank and splendid decorations offered to us, very alive for Cro-Magnon who, we know it now, was already liked to decorate his "home".  Rare, because in open air, this monumental plank needs to be visited.  

"EXTRA" OF THIS SHELTER 

· a modern and detailed museum about Sculpture Art during Prehistory 

· an interesting diaporama (slides) about Parietal Art in general 

INFORMATION 

· an address:  Jean Archambeau – rue Marcel Pagnol - Pechs - 24200 SARLAT 

· Tel..  05 53 59 21 74

· Fax:  05 53 29 89 84 

· E-mail:  CAP-BLANC@wanadoo.fr 
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