THE CAVE OF VILLARS

Man facing the bison

WHERE IS IT?  

We can say that our dear Prehistoric humans always chose admirable places or areas to establish themselves, often on heights offering beautiful views of valleys or hidden in the woods. To go to a site, we initially follow a highway, then a main road, and then a secondary road. Most of time, we finish with a footpath. Then, we arrive at the house of the guides or at the cave’s reception, which generally is a small, modest structure, sometimes quite old, but always charming. The adaptations of the sites, without considering conservation matters, are sometimes a little bit old-fashioned, too. Whether questions of choice and/or financial means (?), no site looks like another with regard to its installations for visits by the general public, the development of its natural richness and the primeval art it contains.  

Here, at the centre of the Green Périgord, Villars’s cave chose modernity. Located after Brantôme above Périgueux, it is easy to find: a vast car park, a glowing reception, a picnic and adventure playground for kids, a large refreshment bar, music diffused through loudspeakers – we are resolutely in the 20th century.  

WHAT DO WE SEE THERE? 

 The Speleologists’ Club of Périgueux discovered it in 1953, and in 1959 the cave was opened to the public. On the east slope, its artificial entry was probably an old ploughed up rock shelter. The guide gives us some summary explanations on the cave’s formation, which it must be said contains very beautiful concretions. Of the 60 primeval representations, we will only be able to see 1/10.  They are estimated to be 17,000 years ago. Of the 13 km of galleries, we will only walk along 600 m to a depth of 30 m underground.  

We start the visit with the fault through which the speleologists passed. Then, we admire a quite light-coloured calcite in the Impressive Chaos Room, where we also see large rocks that collapsed because of their great mass, and the Small Bathroom which is adorable, decorated with calcite stupas and the spectacular calcite run below a bat crevice. A curiosity: on the ceiling, 2 stalactites form 2 hands.  

Then, we are treated to sound and light as we finally arrive in the prehistoric part: 4 horses in manganese, bluish due to the transparency of the calcite that holds them captive, the Horse of Villars and a superb ibex head.  

The last figure is exceptional and outstanding (although badly damaged), just opposite a superb ceiling decorated with a sinus. It is the scene of the Bison and the Wizard.  The two protagonists, both in profile, are facing each other. The bison is planted on its front right leg, the head and front left leg extended forward. We can imagine it as a defensive posture. In front of it, a character is standing up with slightly folded knees, his arms raised towards the sky, his head projecting backwards. But does he really have arms as described? We can imagine that his raised arm held something, perhaps a weapon or an object of worship.  A calcite casting separates them. There is much emotion in this scene. The power of the animal, whose reactions are unknown, can be attack or submission and this character who – unarmed – “is to some extent offered" to the animal facing him (?), has only his will as a man.  Unquestionably, it suggests a bullfight scene to us but without containing current versions of it.  Wonderful!  

INFORMATION  

Tel.: 05 53 54 82 36 

Fax: 05 53 54 21 73

Do not miss a rather large dolmen at the exit of Brantôme on the Villars road. 
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