THE CAVE OF THE WONDERS

A true little jewel

 WHERE IS IT? 

To get to Rocamadour in the department of Lot, a high place of Christendom during the Middle Ages, you must take the small roads curving on the Causse. There, you will discover a wonderful landscape strewn with wild lilacs in April. Notice the roofs of the stone buildings, which belong to an architecture very particular to this area. 

This medieval village, on the pilgrimage road to Santiago de Compostella, perched on its limestone peak with its fortifications and sanctuaries is, it must be emphasized, a high place of current mass tourism. My advice: Come early in the morning and during the week if possible, then you will all the more enjoy this superb site and the visit to the cave of the Wonders, so called because of its wonders!   

WHAT DO WE SEE THERE?    

The visit lasts approximately 45 minutes. We find the cave at the bottom of a private garden. Rediscovered in 1920, it is the first prehistoric cave to have been found in the Lot and it is thought that it was also a refuge for the local population during the Hundred Years War. 

The prehistoric entrance is still unknown.  After going down ten steps, we enter a small cave under a low ceiling (an 8-meter vault), harmoniously lit and laid out for visitors. Here we are in the Regional Park of the Causse of Quercy, i.e., on a vast calcareous plate corroded by underground run-off. This is why this cave is very charming with its myriad of dwarf stalactites decorating its ceiling, its pretty concretions, its small basins in which some stalagmites are reflected evoking castles or maybe the Great Wall of China – a “lunar” environment. 

In an alcove, we notice a very beautiful concretion, which in the gleam of the lamps evokes a Pièta or maybe a Buddha, opposite a calcite column scintillating as a Christmas Tree. But, of course, just before this natural fairyland we stand amazed in front of 11 dots in ochre, blown from the mouth of a Prehistoric artist: from left to right, 3 vertical dots, then 4 horizontal dots, 3 dots forming a triangle and finally, 1 dot alone. They are all of rather large size and supplement the place’s magic with their mysterious significance.     

Dating from – 20,000 to – 25,000 years ago, drawings and engravings follow each other on a wall, just to the right of the entrance. They are made in a sufficiently purified style. First of all, there is a negative hand: thumb on the right, index, only half of the large finger and 2 other less visible fingers.    

Below, there is the curiosity of the cave: a horse in 2 parts, i.e., separated by a limestone casting. From the left to the right: the back of the animal with the tail and the hind limbs, the casting and, then, the head and the front legs. The eye is painted. To draw the mane, the edge of the rock wall was used. Without a doubt, the artist consciously used the natural formation to evoke an obstacle, which the animal crosses while leaping. He literally dips ahead, the head practically lowered between the legs, the back pared in the jump. This is outstanding and proves the acute sense of observation, the great imagination and the impressive talent of the artist. 

Beside the horse, there is another drawing covered with calcite of which we can’t guess the meaning. Then comes a cervid drawn in a very simplified style and, in front of it, a pretty horse head.  It should be noted that the paint for all these drawings was blown on. The material used was manganese (thus, they are black) of which we know that it has certain hallucinogenic properties.  No, no… everyone can make their own interpretation!

Then, there is another horse, this time in red, the front legs folded up, in a rather primal style and, in the lower part, an ochre ibex, with lowered head and superb horns engraved directly on the wall. It is followed by a cave lion, whose head takes shape in the belly of the former. This rather big animal is impressive and not frequently drawn in primeval art during Upper Palaeolithic (except in the cave of Chauvet).     

Below, there is another large horse. We can still see the head and the neck engraved, followed by yet another large horse, which seems to skilfully walk along the sinus of a ridge.

Further along, there is a predator, probably a hyena or a wolf. Here, it is necessary to note the very recognizable attitude of this type of animal: a forward leaning head, a sloped neck. Without a doubt, it is a predator lying in wait. Marvellous!    

Finally, another negative hand, also blown on, with 6 fingers! And another, in the lower part, red, less visible and very unobtrusive.    

EXTRAS OF THE CAVE    

· Easy access close to Hospitalet’s Boarding Office. 

· A car park (it is difficult to park in this area and driving into the village is not allowed)  

· The cave is very close to the site of Rocamadour (take the very charming path “The Way of the Cross” down into the village from the heights, after contemplating the surroundings from the ramparts of the castle)  

· A shop with a beautiful collection of semi-precious stones (amethysts, crystals etc.)

· A nice welcome

INFORMATION   

Visits from April to November  

Tel. and Fax: 05 65 33 67 92    
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