THE TOWN HALL’S CAVE OF TEYJAT

Ultimate Magdalenian testimony

WHERE IS IT?  

In Périgord Vert (Green Perigord), on the road coming from Périgueux, it will be necessary for you to fork on the left, right before Nontron in direction to Javerlhac.  Then, follow indication to reach the small village of Teyjat.  The cave is located in the principal place, under the Town Hall from where its name.  Since 1889, first excavations have been made in this small cavity, known for ever by everybody in the area, 60 meters long and where only the10 first meters on stalagmitic castings had been decorated by Prehistoric humans beings.  

Teyjat is a very particular cave.  Not only by the fact that it represents the Palaeolithic parietal art’s ultimate phase but also because here an apogee of this art is felled:  precision of the features without almost any repentance, smoothness and miniature of engravings, exquisite accuracy of the attitudes delivered by exclusively animals representations.  An extremely fragile medium threatening to collapse at every moment (the engraved blocks are on very friable clay slopes) and putting in danger remarkable works of these last wandering hunters-gatherers during the end of glacial era.  

WHAT DO WE SEE THERE?  

Open well your eyes and your ears because the visit hardly lasts about 15 minutes !!!  11 500 years ago, under the porch of the entry now disappeared, today we know that Prehistoric ones lived there.  At that time, the neighbourhoods were populated by a fauna resulting from the mixture of cold and moderated climates.  The cave is not electrified and is still active.  

We begin the visit with three small stags reproduced in movable art found on the spot at time of excavations, follow-up by a troating stag drawn with a double feature and by a reindeer fawn.  Below, a reindeer is laid down and another has its peeling striated.  It reigns a great serenity in all these drawings...  This is striking.  

Then, a greater revolving composition with a farandole of bears, reindeers and bisons with striated peeling.  A bear "dives" and several animals are superimposed.  

A great love at first sight for the aurochs frieze. It is very hard to take eyes off it, so much it is beautiful, distinct, a true masterpiece. First coming, a female very well proportioned with all its anatomical details:  bent horns, delicate muzzle, tear bag learnedly underlined, neck slightly falling, forelimbs and posterior bent, quite shaped shoes, tail and even small rebounded subtle of it, is well drawn...  It is great...  It is followed very closely by the male easily recognizable because its more robust stature.  Also, nothing misses to it.  Once more, the artist chose to represent these animals in sexual parade.  Another cow follows the two protagonists.  A fresco all in smoothness and about a great poetry.  A lot of sensitivity and delicacy: a true happiness...  

"EXTRA" OF THE VISIT 

· The guide from les Eyzies Museum is undoubtedly the best asset of this visit: very skilled with an unquestionable vocation.  

"EXTRA" OF THE CAVE 

Before or after the cave’s visit, we could spend a good while into the Museum located in the Town hall.  A very beautiful showroom very well arranged composes it.  There, we learn that Teyjat is located in the most septentrional part of Aquitaine basin at a meeting point between granitic grounds and sedimentary solid masses, in a zone of division of water going on a side towards the Charentais Basin and other, towards the Dordogne Basin.  We precisely know which were animals populating the area at time when the cave had been decorated (seals, reindeers, woolly rhinoceros...). Also, we have a better idea about the landscape at end of the glacial era and we are able to see various windows in which many vestiges found during the excavations or in the area, are exposed:  

· Objects imported in the area:  flint tools from Bergerac and Charentes, ornament elements such as drop earring on fossilized spongy (the sea is at 250 km), a perforated volcanic stone, a head of horse carved in round sculpture on lignite... 

· Flint tools characteristic from end of Magdalenian:  blades, scrapers, gravers "nozzle-of-parrot", borers, plates, famous Teyjat points with a very particular form... 

· Domestic objects:  switches with eye in bone, scissors, punches, two rods with representations made in cervidae antlers, an engraved ulna of eagle with a very stylized reindeers herd, points of spears in ivory and in reindeer antlers... Infralias Jasper is a raw local material surroundings of Notron.  

· Fishing weapons:  harpoons, Azilian fishgigs and the famous engraved rod made in cervidae antlers with a seal: this is subject for short movie about it.

· Enigmatic bored stick from Mège Shelter:  an antler stag tine slightly curved as a horn and bored at 2 places.  We discover delicate engravings on:  a head of hind, 3 coupled snakes (or eels), a large and a small horse that are incomplete, 3 large birds with lengthened necks (swans or geeses), 3 "imps" with a head with long pointed ears, roughcast hairy body and human legs.  Is it about "Ratapas", fertilizing geniuses associated to conception mystery in certain tribes in Center of Australia as Solomon Reinack thinks about it?  Which use had this stick?  A sceptre, an order stick or quite simply a spears rectifier?  

· A trepanned cranium: we know that the subject had survived few weeks even few months after this operation practised thanks to sawing and scraping techniques with flint knife, because a pad was formed around the hole.  Ritual or surgical operation?  Fully mystery...  

· Vestiges from Neolithic era and Protohistory:  pins and axes in bronze...  

· Then also, we could watch three short 20 minutes movies. First relates to the discovery of the cave.  The second evokes engraved unit of the cave.  Third about half-round rod with the seal... First, Scientifics thought that a fantastic animal was engraved there, but on the back of the rod, a seal is easily recognizable.  Moreover fuller research makes emerge a very interesting assumption:  after having studied the mode of cutting-up of this animal by tribes from Far North, it could be well that this fantastic animal is quite simply a cut up seal.  We also notice a half of cut out seal and thus, we could think that this enigmatic rod would have been as a handbook "How to drive out and cut up a seal".  A quite tempting assumption proving the will of transmission about the knowledge of our ancestors in "comic strip" for future generations but why not also, with other tribes !!!  

Teyjat, under its peaceful green village appearances lost at borders of Limousin and Angoumois is a prehistoric site absolutely to discover.  

INFORMATION

Be careful !!!! Teyjat’s cave is only open Saturdays in July and in August (2 groups of 5 people maximum by visit) 

Museum is open everyday only in July and August

Bookings: to book in advance  tel. 05 53 06 86 00 (Font de Gaume’s cave)
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