THE CAVE OF SAINT CIRQ

The Wizard’s cave

WHERE IS IT?  

Do you remember the tale of Hansel and Gretel? Children lost in the woods who are attracted by barley sugar windows and the gingerbread roof of a witch’s house? Well, this is it.  Without a doubt, we are irresistibly seduced by this troglodyte cliff-side house and by its cave perched over the small village of Saint Cirq in Dordogne, only a few miles from the village of Le Bugue. Hidden among bamboos and banana tree plantations, we enter another dimension, that of Saint-Cirq’s Wizard dating from 15,000 years ago.  While meeting him, we also meet the place’s guard, Mr. PALUZZANO, a colourful character who will make us a gift of his treasure in an environment worthy of fairy tales.  

WHAT CAN ONE SEE THERE? 

It is a tiny cavity compared to other caves. Comparable with a vault dug into rock, the atmosphere is very particular and charged with mysteries and promises from another age.  

There are two sets of engravings. The first set is located immediately after the entrance on the right wall. It shows a group of animals engraved so deeply that we can almost say they are sculpted. A bison and four horses are still visible. The head of the bison contains an abundance of details; the eye and nostrils are very well underlined.  The images date from 17,000 years ago, which corresponds to the final Solutrean and early Magdalenian, and constitute a remarkable relief.  

The second set decorates the ceiling in the back cave and shows three human characters including the famous Wizard, a geometrical horse and some symbols. We notice that their style, which dates to the mid-Magdalenian, differs from the first group.  They are presented using mirrors because they are hidden in a recess. One of the three human figures is not visible and it would be necessary to crawl to reach it.  Another is rather indistinct in front of a horse but we can easily imagine a dialogue between man and animal. Of course, the strange anthropomorphic-shaped one, named the Wizard, is the cave’s main attraction because he is exceptional: He is 52 cm long and his shape reveals all his strangeness. We can clearly identify his face, the contour of his back, his fine members and his penis.  He seems to emerge from the night of the ages to deliver his enigmatic message.  A bird, a bison head, an antelope and an ibex fill his immediate surroundings.

EXTRAS OF THE CAVE

If you can, visit the small museum before visiting the cave. There you can see images of the Wizard and other reproductions of engravings, which will later help us to better distinguish the originals in the cave. Moreover, this museum is incredible. There are fossil fish from Brazil, to mention only one of the many peculiar things one can discover there, and a beautiful numismatic collection including a superb table encrusted with coins.  

INFORMATION 

TEL.:  05 53 07 14 37

A 20-minute guided tour in small groups.  
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