THE CAVE OF PECH MERLE

The palate of nature

WHERE IS IT?

Its name already makes us dream! It smells of the return of sunny days, birds chirping and spring in the Quercinois, which is so extremely pleasant! It would be madness to only plan a quick visit to this splendid area, which is really worth being better known: The village of Concots and the plateau of Quercy, where many valorous Gauls still resist at all costs the invasion of modernity, lies very close to Saint-Cirq-Lapopie and the banks of the Lot river, which are ideal for picnics during the beautiful season. Of course, off the beaten path, beautiful strolls are possible, a rich gastronomy can be tasted and the Cave of Pech Merle must be visited as a natural museum or a melting pot where various elements of Prehistoric Art are joined together.

WHAT DO WE SEE THERE?

The visit lasts one hour. Here, we are going to discover friezes, engravings, paintings, animal and human images, prints, symbols, bones and natural masterpieces. Is this too much? For our great pleasure, a vast panel of animals can also be admired: horses, buffalos, mammoths, aurochs, bears and lions.

You feel great love at first sight for the drawing of a young mammoth in a frieze with its smoothness and infinite grace consisting of simple features in black charcoal (dated to – 20,000 years ago?), a great lesson in humility. The same applies to the engraving of a bear head in a sober and purified style, located in what was a crawl-through passage in the time of our dear artists (perhaps – 13,000 years ago).

A rarity follows: the Wounded Man, a man crossed by four features and with an aviform (bird-shaped) symbol. In red, just like an aurochs and an ibex as well as some symbols under the vault by its side. Note that the symbols and negative hands are closely related to the representations and embellish the drawings with additional decorations while thickening the mystery of their meaning.

Mammoths and female silhouettes appear in an indented circle on the ceiling. It is necessary to look everywhere in this cave because its art extends from the ground to the ceiling.

We can also see bones and fossilized hyena excrement (only for the most dedicated visitors!). And then, a dozen footprints belonging to a young teenager leading in both directions, preserved by the last glaciation (approximately – 10,000 years ago). These are very moving.

The Spinning Top is priceless: It consists of small pieces of gravel trapped in the cavities of a basin. They were embedded in calcite and polished by rotating about themselves. This phenomenon is due to strong, persistent rains. Water runs through a hole in the ceiling. The intermittent water fall involves sand and gravel. Are you still following me?

Then, almost at the end of the visit, we arrive in front of the marvellous punctuated horses whose colours are still well preserved. The horse on the right side is really outstanding. Its very small head is drawn using part of a rock that naturally evokes a horse head. On its back, a large pike-like fish painted in red seems to ride it. Add six black negative hands surrounding the horses and a lot of black dots (and some red ones) inside and outside the horses and you are in front of a painting of great naivety and also of great beauty, a painting that triggers very strong emotions across the centuries, still and always so alive.

Lastly, there is Combel’s gallery, which contains paintings from the cave’s first artistic phase (approximately – 25,000 years ago) but it is not accessible to the public. Too bad!

EXTRAS OF THE VISIT

· A Museum with a movie of 20 minutes duration about the visit

· Exhibitions and conferences

EXTRAS OF THE CAVE

· A beautiful terrace with a small bar for having a drink

· A shop with postcards, books…

INFORMATION

Prehistory Center of Pech Merle – 46330 CABRERETS

www.perchmerle.com
Mail: musee@pechmerle.com

Tel. 05 65 31 27 05 or 05 65 31 23 33 

Fax: 05 65 30 21 26
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