THE CAVE OF LAS MONEDAS

In the secret cabinet of our ancestors

WHERE IS IT?  

Located about thirty kilometers from Santander on Burgos road, you will meet easily along Pas river, Puente Viesgo village. Containing several cavities, the cave is nested in the calcareous mount del Castillo. Initially named Cave of the Bear, it had been renamed according to many coins found in it, dated from Catholic Spanish Kings (14, 15th century).  In top of this mount, you will discover the green Toranzo valley that extends as far as skyline as well as the several caves unit. Only two are opened to public: El Castillo (see the article) and Las Monedas.  

WHAT DOES ONE SEE THERE?  

In southern, it is about a very large 800 depth meters electrified cave. Excavations started in 1950 and we still can see prehistoric entry on the right of the current artificial entry arranged for visitors. 

After some steps, we penetrate in a hall, naturally emerging in another vast room. Right behind is the “cabinet” where paintings are. We learn that daylight was diffused by prehistoric entry through the cabinet.  

We are immediately struck by magnificence of the place:  multiple concretions, stalactites with various dimensions, drawn up columns, stone cascades with fantastic shapes as well as an astonishing warm colours range in perfect harmony and giving fairy atmosphere to the cave.  

Some charcoal traces on rock punctuate our entry in a large room holding our attention because there is a large hole right in its medium where bear bones were found dated from Mousterian period.  Undoubtedly here, Neanderthal human beings preceded Cro-Magnon ones, but much their vestiges were carried by water.  Remainder, no object was alas found.  

Without basic decorations, we notice admirable bluish (iron oxide) and reddish (oxide of manganese) castings.  We continue our tour through luxuriant niches decorations, corners and recesses, decorated eccentric stalactites, coral formations, beautiful draperies, passing by narrow ways or sudden widening punctuated here and there with black features. 

In a vertical 15 meters well, the guide indicates to us that it is there that one found the bag filled up with antique coins.  Was it hidden intentionally or lost?  No one could answer.  On return way, there are several great discs, an impromptu Pisa Tower and some broken stalagmites maybe used as lithophones for music concerts in this prehistoric cathedral having ideal acoustics. 

Dated from Recent Magdalenian, prehistoric figures whole is gathered in a labyrinth “The Cabinet” dissimulated behind first room, therefore enough close to the entry. This fact is rather unusual, sanctuaries being often located in deep galleries.  

We penetrate in this small room in length, called “the cabinet”, between two orthostatic but there are also 2 other access roads to go inside. There is in the middle of it, a stalagmitic solid mass. Looking up on a significant natural concretion, we think to see a large reindeer.  Imagination or reality?  First panel at the opposite was undoubtedly one of several entrances inside the sanctuary, but there, drawings are difficult to be read:  oval figures scrawled and a face with large eyes.  Can be masks?  Or vulvas?  Several assumptions are advanced...  

Above, a polished rock presents several also enigmatic scratches in rhombuses and one is on the stalagmitic solid mass.  Just opposite, an unfinished horse and an other, enough there are also badly discernible animals (a mammoth?).  While going along this wall, we are in front of a very strange composition: on an angle stone, a horse in vertical position equipped with a large tail. Its belly is striated with several features. It seems to climb along the wall. Oddly, it seems also equipped with a horse equipment (horses weren’t domesticated during Paleolithique).  

Behind this strange horse, a reindeer also in vertical position is associated with various signs. It seems also to climb on the wall.  Its body unquestionably looks like human body.  Can be a dancing wizard?  While following, a small "horse-weasel" very schematized and another without head and belly line, then a reindeer with fine foliages, beautiful breast piece whose rear-axle unit contours are lost.  It is accompanied above and below by 2 ibexes... as in Niaux Cave (located in Ariège, France, see the article). Still, a very pretty horse is carefully hidden in a chimney under rock. 

On the ceiling, a "horse-fox" and another without head disappears in the rock.  At the bottom in vault repercussions, there are a vertical bison and a pregnant (?) mare. It eye is formed by a natural concretion and an ibex share with it this tortuous territory.  Then, these are 3 reindeers with a line definitely marking for peeling division, following themselves on the edge of a repercussion. 

On the left, a series of signs: a claviforme associated to barbed sign, 3 sticks, points and task.  Stalagmitic solid mass forms a corridor that finishes our initiatory tour.  Under a conch of the solid mass, there is a very small horse.  Then, large vertical features described on the first panel and another horse without head faces the last 3 panels: the first still associates horses, signs (one in star shape could be a human being) and an ibex without head.  The second reveals a stag, a barbed sign, a bear and a couple of ibexes. Lastly, third panel presents sticks at the edge of a crack.  

What were celebrating our ancestors in this magic hiding-place?  What kind of rites was done there? Was a shaman or a magician secret cabinet? Witch spirits did they call?  Spirits of those animals so carefully drew on walls and becoming alive with torches gleam, disappearing in the rock face and reappearing alive again...  Who could tell it?  

Though it is, Prehistory buffs! Spanish Las Monedas cave will give you the irresistible desire to still come back inside over and over, until losing yourself in your memories, still learn some more about, and come back again very often in the forgotten cabinet of our ancestors for having been its guests at least once.  

INFORMATION

Open every day 

May to September: 10h00 to 13h00 and 16h00 to 19h30 

October at April: 9h30 to 15h55 

Closed Monday and Tuesday Tel:  942 59 84 25
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