THE CAVE OF COVALANAS

Hind! Ho my hind ! (French famous song title from Sixties)

WHERE IS IT? 

 There is no doubt that you will adore the very charming Cave of Covalanas that is located in Cantabria, particularly in Alto Ason area.  Some miles after the village Ramales of Victoria exit, in direction of Burgos, the road curves between the mountains to a collar.  There, you will discover, a small "light" and original cave from  Solutrean time, very atypical in many points of view... On the slope to go up del Pando (or Haza), you will leave your car on the low side of the road (it is indicated and as reference mark, there is there the small guides shack), then you will walk along a path to mountainside during ten minutes until the entry of the cave. The mountainous landscape surrounding is amazing but very alleviating too.  It is Spain, Cantabria and that feels very close Ocean influence… 

WHAT DOES ONE SEE THERE?

By prehistoric entry, we penetrate initially in an average size room where we are accustomed little by little to the darkness.  Indeed, the cave is not electrified and we are walking on the original ground.  Although no trace of dwelling, neither furniture, nor bones were found, we learn that the cave was visited during Middle Age and was used as hiding-place to gangsters who plundered caravans coming from the Ocean on the way towards Castille. It was rediscovery in 1903. Covalanas has several characteristics and not least: only one artist drawn with his right hand, the hinds form the major topic of the paintings, the painter use dotted to finger technique or plug (there is always a controversy on this subject), only one color has being used (red obtained thanks to iron oxide mineral:  ochre)  

We borrow a narrow fault and on our line, we very quickly meet the first 2 hinds.  Their neck is very long and very gracile. On the level of the former pastes, a vertical feature separates the abdomen from the chest of the animal. Wants this division to express a difference in the peeling? Though it is, all these small points coupled ones with others give an almost childish expression to these drawings... 

Then, a group of 4 specimens which one gracefully turns its head backwards. To the background, come a female followed by a male. These two groups are separated by a fault that draws a large black feature on the wall. Close, some animals are right blanks.  It is a scene well surprising which for we could imagine several scenarios: the male and the female go down from the mountain while following a way that skirts the edge of the fault.  The other animals, other side of those, give the impression to cross an invisible river, their heads turned towards the entry of the cave.  What do they look at?  What do they wait exactly?  The modest visitors who we are?  

A little further and on the same side, a splendid horse.  Its head is marvelously drawn and its mane flies in the wind.  It is surrounded by 4 heads of hinds but two are lost under calcite.  It seems want to spring with us until the bottom of the cave, i.e. 30 meters further...  However, one didn’t find ahead any drawing on the walls.  On the wall opposite, a natural opening reveals, a small diaclase parallel with the fault where we are; how an accessible and decorated door!  While slipping us inside this diverticulum, we discover other paintings.  Always in red bloodstone:  2 hinds above the entry of this cabinet, face to face, very expressive, very alive.  Its muzzle is fine.  Its neck is tended forwards.  Two simple features express the ears (that look alike antennas as snail).  Thanks to natural rock, their modelled belly entirely suggested, is separated from before the animal by a red feature.  This very simple, even naive style is very stylized.  Rectangular signs accompany the whole, inter alia.  Strangely, we feel well in this restricted and close friend place.  

Further, by taking again the principal fault towards the entry of the cave, in an alcove, an hybrid figure. Reading is difficult;  still 2 hinds one above the other and we distinguish perfectly its very delicate eye.  Not far, the last figure is a splendid bull.  It runs towards the entry of the cavity.  Its tail is underlined of a superbly arch-abutment curve.  Its back follows natural contours of the wall. All its articulations are distinct.  It is a powerful animal.  If you pay attention to visit in this direction of "comings and goings", you enter with the horse and majority of the hinds and you arise with the bull and majority of the hinds too.  

The hinds float in the “spring” this cavity air, leaping from one wall to another in the half darkness freshness.  They escort us throughout our "visit-trip" with their tender presence, their eternal beauty and their frail youth.  In all cases, it's about work of an artist who had a very particular sensitivity, which cannot leave us indifferent.  

"EXTRA" OF THE VISIT 

 A very good Pentxo guide which is also the author of a Spanish work on the cave. 

 "EXTRA" OF THE CAVE

 Of course, the Cave del Miron visit, carried out by Pentxo’s wife, also guide! And it will be a very good complement with your first visit because human beings inhabited this cavity...  On the rock, lichens and black fireplaces marks made by gypsies witch come to take refuge there...  The ceiling is remained white and smooth.  It is just below Covalanas, at a few minutes walking.  Currently, only swallows inhabit it but two stratigraphies reveal human occupation since a long time! Directed at West, it enjoys many hours sunning and it is a strategic point of observation on the valleys.  The first stratigraphy makes 3 or 4 meters of depth but the oldest ground is hidden to 16 meters from there.  2 built huts above that were used as shelter for herds and that we can still see the remains protected it. The 2nd stratigraphy revealed 30 000 flint glares (various origins), furniture, various tools, sheets of bay-tree, but also remains dating from Mousterian period... salmon remainders that allowed a study pushed on genes of those fishes.  Clay stones on a block with some 14 000 years engravings.  No human remainders except teeth. 
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