THE CAVE OF BEDEILHAC

Fabulous Traces in Clay

WHERE IS IT? 

A few miles after Tarascon sur Ariège on the road to Massat and Col du Port, the gigantic cave of Bédeilhac opens up. If you are in the area, you must visit it because it contains many impressive treasures. 

It has been a refuge for different peoples for 15,000 years. Because of its size, it was used during the Late Palaeolithic and Neolithic eras, the Bronze and Iron ages, the Gallo-Roman period, the Middle Ages and as a storage during the Second World War! Finally, even local industry stored sand and gravel there!

Today, it has recovered its full status as a prehistoric site but we must regret all the marvels that inevitably disappeared because of all these occupations and the resulting trampling of the ground.  However, this cave still contains more than 300 mysterious symbols and 140 animal figures.  That makes you dream?

WHAT DOES ONE SEE THERE?  

As the guide said several times:  "Here, it is necessary to have faith."  But we have plenty of faith, don’t we? Some galleries are closed to the public because their access is often very difficult.  How not to smile at the buttock prints that one of our dear Cro-Magnon forbears left in the clay floor?  Yes, there is a lot to see and you’ll be amazed!

To start with, there is a splendid large black bison without a head (on purpose?) and below it a red symbol. A feature crosses the animal.  There are many engravings in the clay, including a very stylized bison and a horse head.  Close to a mare without head, there is a vulva with the still very visible imprints of the fingers that drew its contours, its fur and, to top it off, its clitoris is made of a concretion fragment. What impudence!

On a small ceiling, an ibex, buffalos and reindeer are drawn with charcoal.  And there is a very small jewel: Under a very low ceiling, a natural concretion reveals a 10-cm long anthropomorphic shape.  We can distinguish the area from the arm to the thigh.  His head and penis are painted red. There, two flint plates were found. Very close and in front of Mister, there is Madam as a scraped vulva contour. Again, the clitoris wasn’t forgotten. All this poetry leaves us speechless and brings tears. It should, however, be specified that this exquisite erotic miniature inevitably does not form part of what is shown to the casual public. It is the guide’s duty to show you some works, so be nice and respectful at this site… and maybe you will be lucky!

Further on, a large horse is rather difficult to see. At first sight, it could be a bison but because of its mane, it is identifiable.  Here, the scraping technique was employed.  Engraved, enigmatic and very strange, it is best described as a Picasso horse.  A superb leg, also engraved, seems to wait for the rest of its body.  Lastly on a pillar, there are two positive adult hands.  The first has six fingers and the second only four.  Fascinating!

Since a natural phallus is shown, it is time to talk about Magdalenian sexuality.  Though broken at the top, we see traces of pigmentation on the foreskin. Is it there to honour with dignity its rigidity and the carnal desire of our prehistoric men? (Unless it is only about fertility stories so as not to offend the sensitivity of our readers.) On this voluptuous note, the visit is over.  

However, without wanting to glance over the subject, we need at least one and a half hours to cross this large cave, which is 1 kilometre long and 40 metres wide but some rooms are as much as 100 meters wide. Impressive stalagmite concretions fill the cave. They are, just like its prehistoric works of art and its history, intriguing and cannot leave anybody indifferent. 

EXTRAS OF THE VISIT 

If you are doing the tour with Mrs. GAILLI, you will be able to share your passion and your emotions without reserve with her. But, it surely is the same way with other guides. You will feel an undeniable complicity with each other. 

EXTRAS OF THE CAVE 

A small shop with postcards, books and a small exhibition on some remains from the cave. 

The cave is open all year round.  

When leaving or arriving, have a drink in the Inn of the Cave in the village.  The owner will cordially accommodate you close to the fireplace and the plum brandy is delicious.

INFORMATION

Tel.:  05 61 05 95 06 

Fax:  05 61 05 13 15 

E-mail:  grotteariegewanadoo.fr 

Internet site: www.grotte-in-bedeilhac.org
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