THE CAVE OF BARA BAHAU

The Black Perigord’s Beautiful Rustic Cave

WHERE IS IT? 

Located in the village of Le Bugue above the Vézère valley, we meet the surprising Cave of Bara Bahau, which takes its name from an old dialect. The cave’s strange entrance opens just behind the reception. 35,000 years ago, it was a bear den and later sheltered Prehistoric human beings until the Gallo-Roman period. It was rediscovered in 1951.  

WHAT DO WE SEE THERE? 

We immediately enter an immense cavity of impressive dimensions: 100 meters long, 12 meters wide and up to 6 meters high!  However, it should be known that the prehistoric entrance was much narrower and our dear artists had to crawl for 10 meters before reaching the walls that interested them so much.  Does this tell you something?  

65,000 years ago, the cave was formed when the sea retreated. Not so far from the entrance, we discover beautiful marine layers from the Mesozoic Era that were uncovered in a survey dig to 14 meters depth. Throughout the walls, limestone layers are interspersed with flint nodes that give the impression of an immense cream cake filled with hazel nuts. Its ambient temperature is about 15°.  Eccentric stalactites (growing up horizontally) decorate calcite walls in some places. 

Of course, the 15,000 years old engravings are located at the bottom of the cave – along with many older scratch marks from bears.  That didn’t disturb the Cro-Magnons because they engraved over them and even used bear marks for making a pretty hand with only four fingers! Also, there are enigmatic figures: a grid and a tectiform (roof-shaped) symbol. The tools used were simply a stick, a flint piece or even a finger because the rock is very friable.  

The size of the works is really surprising because they are so large: a bear, 2 horses following each other, and a reindeer in front of a horse.  All animals are in profile.  Luminous panels with reproductions of the engravings help us see them better because the figures are superimposed and sometimes not easily discernible. 

As always, the artists chose the natural environment as their starting point: For example, a flint node acts as a horse’s hoof.  It is the only animal with proper legs.  The same flint node is used as an ear for an aurochs, which encloses another aurochs head. We cannot make heads or tails of it!

Engraving the ceiling, the Cro-Magnons carried out their work squatting, upright or even lying on their backs.  To note, two horses and an aurochs are on the same level.  

Finally, the greatest spectacle: a large, impressive bison and, just above it, a phallic symbol, also quite impressive and extremely well drawn.  

EXTRAS OF THE VISIT

At the cave entrance, the guide leaves us some time to look at the windows that display Gallo-Roman pottery and wall fragments, 80,000-year old marine fossils, authentic flint pieces, bear teeth and bones, reindeer antlers and a remarkable painter’s pallet made from a rhinoceros scapula, which was used to mix paint.  

EXTRAS OF THE CAVE

A small nice shop, a beautiful terrace, a pleasant welcome.  

INFORMATION 

Visit: half an hour

Open all year except January 

Tel. and Fax:  05 53 07 44 58 

E-mail:  cave-bara-bahau@wanadoo.fr 
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