THE CAVE DEL PINDAL

Right on Great Master edge...
WHERE IS IT? 

 It is not so often that we have occasion to visit a cave so close to the ocean.  A walk until Cave del Pindal is recommended because landscape is very beautiful.  From small Pimiango village, we cross a vast coastal plate in direction to the sea. About fifteen meters, cliffs overhanging water fall straight into it. On side of the road, a surprising viewpoint even enable you to admire landscape of waves that wildly come to be crushed on rocks. Some stormy days, wind plays symphonies in eucalyptus crossed forests.  When we see far away picturesque Tina Mayor headlight, you are not any more very far away from the cave.  

The cave is 300 meters on the right before arriving at this headlight, in a natural cliff notch. Then, it is enough to follow a small path lost in boxwood with holm oaks, arbutus-berries, and strewn with colchicum. A series of downward steps makes us reach a platform in front of the ocean where Cave del Pindal broad entry opens. 

WHAT DOES ONE SEE THERE?

 The cave is electrified. It is a sanctuary and any dwelling trace had been found there.  We reach inside by a series of abrupt and slipping steps going down in a vast obscure gallery with brown by oxide of manganese rock. At the first turning, turn over to admire this worrying open sky mouth... 

Length to 360 meters and broad to 20 meters in the middle, this strange bowel narrows at its end. This immense underground tunnel is quite strange and we are far away here from cordial intimacy of certain caves. Most of figures are on the right wall. Indeed, it offered natural possibility to the artists to carry out broad panels to be decorated. 

The left wall is much less accessible but we will admire there, under a ceiling that it is necessary to lengthen, a very pretty ochre head of horse painted and fine Magdalenian features. There are other figures on this wall but they will not be shown because difficulties referred above (animals and signs).  

On basis bottom and going up towards the entry, on the wall in right-hand side, we can see a splendid elephant turned towards left. In profile, the animal is about 50 on 50 cm, presents a convex face, a long vertical horn bent with its fine towards inside, only one small tusk, a before leg and a back leg finished by rounded feet.  Its small tail hangs at the end of slightly marked whip. At the heart place, a red spot gives a very touching note to the animal.  Is it rather a mammoth or an elephant?  Without fleece and great tusks, it looks like an oldest elephant, still present in Cantabria during Aurignacian time.  However, a doubt remains... and also many different opinions on!!! 

 While continuing, in height, a 50 cm engraved fish is landing over. Probably a tuna dated from Final Magdalenian. An elephant then a tuna, here a batch of rare and unexpected surprises enchant us.  Many punctuations run along the horizontal wall...  A line with 21 red tasks followed by 3 black spots, and then 4 more red ones.  It should be noted that often natural rock pendent had been decorated.  

Then, comes a running hind from Solutrean time, painted in red, superimposed on fine engravings difficult to read. Below this one, there are 2 small black claviformes signs and a large painted and engraved bison probably belonging to Altamira period.  All figures cannot be described so much they are many, superimposed and often badly discernible. 

However, central panel remains us speechless: 

· Turned towards entry, an engraved horse at rest. Ears and legs items are remarkably drawn

· Below, in a conch, a series of multiple red points 

· At side, 6 impressive red claviformes as bludgeons, are distinguished on a broad pendent

· Above, a solid mass finely engraved bison, only in red colour, painted from its tail to its face, with 3 symbolic features above its chignon and its eye engraved, is warded as also its red task (Magdalenian time)

·  In front of him, an unfinished red coloured head of horse and this same broad feature as preceding bison, smeared 

· Above, running towards entry, 2 other back buffalos with engraved backs. 

· To conclude, to note that the back last pendent is punctuated with points and features. Can be signs with sexual connotation recalling Aurignacian to Perigordian times, as said an expert to simple visitors who we are. Various periods are thus represented in this cave according to the style and the methods employed by the artists. As always works interpretation remains a mystery in spite of indices that however enable us to compare and to date those.  

Absolute rules and permanent exceptions bringing us back to some Omar Khayyâm’s worms:  « Nadie puede comprender lo misterioso. Nadie es capaz de ver qué se esconde bajo las apariencias. Todas nuestras moradas son provisionales, salvo la ultima : la tierra.»   
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