THE CAVE DEL CASTILLO

An uncircumvent pilgrimage  

WHERE IS IT? 

This major cave is located in Mount del Castillo Palaeolithic whole in Puente Viesgo (see indications with Las Monedas Cave).  We can see the entrance door under a large rock shelter, just behind ticketing as well as excavations and stratigraphies they should be crossed to reach it and the guide will give you on useful explanations of them. Discovered in 1903, general visit enables us to visit only 10% works that it contains on its 760 meters surroundings galleries.  It is “few” but better than nothing! This masterly cave had been decorated - 40 000 to - 10 000 years ago and requires several visits so much its inheritance is significant. However, you will make a first visit of most enthralling places in it and you will discover a lot of new wonders. 

WHAT DOES ONE SEE THERE? 

It is not easy to describe such an Ali Baba Cave!!!  First of all, we penetrate in a vast room.  We notice that there are very few concretions and walls are papered with curious vermiculated limestone as in other caves (Covalanas Cave for example).  This aspect is strange, matter appears already "worked" by human hand whereas it is entirely natural.

While going down immediately on the right, we follow first drawings (negative ochre hands dating from Aurignacian, then 2 hinds, one black, other red dating from Gravettian) that seem to naturally guide us towards an extravagant panel that opens largely on a low cavity.  In the high part, a large red 2 meters long horse  welcomes us in the passing as well as a gigantic bison made of natural relief and whose only head had been painted in red with a hind at its base.  Still is a beautiful negative hand under a mural notch...  At this level, dated from Neolithic era, a very schematized human being drawing (head, trunk, members) had been added by one of last visitors in the cave.  

Above this cavity, a very beautiful red bison good planted on its posterior legs, in stop, its tail rising in circle arc, accompanied with several red negative hands that disappear under the ceiling.  We still see stags, a polychrome bison superimposed on other hinds and yellow negative hands.  

While entering head lowered more deeply under the cavity, we discover a covered ceiling with swarm of cruciform, rectangular, aviformes (wing shaped), tectiformes, signs and punctuations...  Incredible!  Then, we meet even a wild boar and further, into a natural alcove, there is a very beautiful red negative hand as isolated as this horse head and below, a small hind.  

Continuously towards Hands Gallery, you will ask the guide not to forget to show you one curiosity of the cave. It is about a simple monolith on the edge of the way. At first sight, we note nothing in particular. However, calcite fortuitously modelled a bison in driving profile position. However, our ancestors were sufficiently delayed there to underline with black feature its back, to engrave its horns and to even polish some above the unit!!! For its legs, somebody ends with a foot more human than animal.  Even sex is visible.  Here, there are some assumptions about Shamanic practices during Prehistory.  Indeed, this natural sculpture transformed by hand of human being, strangely makes us think to a wizard who would have threaded a bison skin on his shoulders and looks like several drawings already existing of anthropomorphic in other decorated sites or even to religious rites of some North America Indians tribes.  Must to be seen.  

Practically in front of this astonishing column, in a fault, we are pleased to discover another curiosity del Castillo.  They are enigmatic signs named campaniform (bell shaped) that would be separate in their medium by a feature.  These five "large Easter bells" are red.  In their middle, another black sign drawn is as mysterious as others:  a vertical feature finished at its higher end by nine others features.  It could make think to a vegetal.  Are they another world closed doors or a key to open them? 

By continuing our walk, in height, we notice 2 bisons following themselves.  Large and small, remarkably quite shaped, they seem to escort us silently.  Still, in a cavity, in black punt colour, a very beautiful head of horse appears to emerge from the wall.  At the fault entry, there is a red punctuations series and into the fault, posterior vertical part of a black horse disappears into an ibex engraving.  A head of cow spiting blood by its nostrils has a croup could as well belong to another animal emerging and disappearing in wall turns.  

In these major parts, rooms are decorated with ochre concretions. Some are high or closer, strewn with a multitude of corners and recesses.  It is a very beautiful spectacle offered by Natural Lady Earth.  We finally arrive in a long gallery covered with bear scratching and punctuated red points painted with finger. There are also signs, a cruciform black one (cross shaped) and on the same wall the very famous "elephant-mammoth" that still raises many interrogations about its true nature. 

Suddenly, a fracture in the wall surprises us.  No drawings, only a vertical line of red points on a column at the entry.  Was this there principal lithophone of the cave?  Not far, at the end of this gallery, last room resembles to a marvellous stalagmitic organ. Here acoustics are very good and a prehistoric drum could have resounded in the entire cavity.  How not to let digress one moment our imagination and let sting images coming to us:  ceremonies where music and songs would have been practised. Indeed some indications enable us for having assumption for (flute made in vulture bone in Isturizt Cave, to quote only this example).  Nowadays, there are musicians who imagined Palaeolithic music. While using lithophones associated to flutes, whistles, rhombus, wood drums and songs in cave spaces, they even made a record "Crowned Stones Song".  The visit finishes on this musical note.  

El Castillo was undoubtedly a cave intended to receive assemblies made up with many people. Today we are this people who still honouring our ancestors hearts.  

"EXTRA" OF THE CAVE

Behind ticketing, there is small audio-visual complex where you will be able to consult bestiary and pictorial works of various caves del Monte Castillo.  

INFORMATION 

From May to September:  10h00 to 13h00 and 16h00 to 19h30 

From October to April:  9h30 to 15h55 - Closed Monday and Tuesday – Tel: 942 59 84 25 

"Song of the Crowned Stones" Contact c/o Philippe Claerhout – 

Mail:  alfonso.claerhout@libertysurf.fr
 (OCTOBER 2003)// Patricia MILAN  
