THE SHELTER OF CHIMIACHAS

With a penchant for walking...

WHERE IS IT?  

You must plan for at least 3 to 4 hours of walking for this unforgettable hike in the Sierra de Guara that will take you by the Quizans Shelters to the Shelter of Chimiachas . In fact, plan to take the day off and take your time. In summer, leave early in the morning, before it gets too hot and the climbing hard.  Do not forget to bring along a picnic and something to drink in sufficient quantity.  You will also need good walking shoes because the ground is stony, a camera, and a pair of binoculars to watch birds.  

1st STAGE: In the village of Alquezar, leave your vehicle in the parking lot above the village. Take the path that starts by the inn along the swimming pools to the north. After 15 minutes, you will notice on your right a water reservoir and on your left the GR turn-off. Take care! Follow straight ahead, always to the north.  If you do not quickly find a concrete drain by the wayside but arrive at the Monastery of San Gregorio, turn back. You must follow the open drain and then enter the small canyon of Puyuela until you come to a small bridge that you will cross.  Above it, you will find the Balsas of Basacol (a water reservoir). Take a rest.

2nd STAGE: Follow the rather broad, ascending trail for ten minutes. At the Corral of Basacol (an old, low, rectangular stone wall) take the path to the right (announced by a sign and from there cairns mark the way), which takes you safely to Quizans.  From this point on, you can see the shelters – broad hollows in the rock and easily recognizable (signs) – dominating the landscape. The ascent is rather difficult, especially for the last few meters. Once you have arrived, have lunch in the shelter’s shade and take a rest before continuing. 

3rd STAGE:  You must again take the road to the west.  A path branches off below the last shelter on this path.  It crosses a pine thicket and takes you into the canyon of Chimiachas.  In theory this is posted.  Little by little, the path goes down to a fork by a cairn (and a sign!) and then straight down through a pine forest into a small dry canyon.  Then, the path goes up slightly on one of the narrow sides of this hollow to the Shelter of Chimiachas. 

4th  STAGE: Return by the same, long route.  However, you can avoid it by going up to the shelters of Quizans and following the path that passes below them.  That way, you will join the trail that goes down to the Balsas of Basacol.  

WHAT CAN ONE SEE THERE?  

First, an impressive landscape!  Then, there is the wild fauna and wonderful flora. In the spring, wild thyme and rosemary smell pleasant and their scents mingle with those of broom, whose yellow flowers are scattered across this rocky scrubland.  Raptors flew low over our heads.  There are many different species: eagles, kites, vultures, falcons, bearded vultures and others.  This natural reserve abounds with rare and protected species. In the shelters of Quizans, netting protects some poorly visible remains of painting.  

The site dominates the landscape and offers a panoramic view of the valley as far as the Rio Vero Canyon.  It is located at an altitude of about 1,200 m.  But in the end, the true reward for all your efforts is the stag of Chimiachas.  Isolated in its shelter, alone in this beautiful middle of nowhere, a masterpiece of naturalistic art, marvellously well preserved in spite of time and with very little calcification. You are at leisure to admire its grace. The drawing is perfect and its proportions are judiciously calculated: It points its fine muzzle to the north, smooth antlers, a long proud neck, a rounded belly and rear, with the eye and tail as details. Its legs are lost in dark brown rock. A dark feature encircles the animal.  It has been attributed to the Levantine period (see the article on the Arpan Shelter for more information), but we think that it is closer to the Palaeolithic than the Mesolithic. The Palaeolithic is characterized by animals and symbols (Cave del Trucho), but the Mesolithic era (of which the Levantine period is part) is mostly identified by human figures, weapons and animals (Shelter of Arpan). Thus, the absence of human figures and the style create an ambiguity between the Palaeolithic and the Levantine in Chimiachas.  Why is it here?  Who was its creator?  Nobody knows, but what does it matter since it seems to be waiting for our visit and be there for our simple pleasure, alive, leaping into our hearts to leave an unforgettable impression.  Do we need to identify symbols and recognize signs when we just want to access reality and dreams?  

INFORMATION 

It is possible to make part of the trip in a cross-country vehicle if you are lazy or have difficulties walking.  For bookings, call the Tourist Office in Alquezar:  Tel 974 318 940.  
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