PYRENEAN PREHISTORIC PARK

Once upon a time 13,000 years ago

WHERE IS IT?  

It would really be a shame, if you were in Ariège or visited prehistoric sites in the area and missed the Pyrenean Prehistoric Park. And, if you have just visited the Cave of Niaux, you will undoubtedly like to know more about the closed parts. This Park presents remarkable recreations of these sections as well as the famous Black Room, which is accessible to you during the regular tour.  But this visit will also present to you a whole array of interpretative activities in order to complete your understanding of Prehistory and to initiate and familiarize you with everyday life in the Magdalenian age.  Allow at least half a day or, even better, a whole day for the Park.

WHAT DOES ONE SEE THERE?  

After passing the entrance, we are right away in this vast, 13 hectares area with bodies of water, waterfalls and paths leading to various workshops. At the reception, a map of the site will be given to you and you will easily be able to move from one section to another.  

The Large Workshop 

Plunged in darkness, this is the only inside area of the Park. Using an audio guide that starts automatically at the area in which you currently are, you begin this introductory course with a series of small screens that, through the presentation of various types of art, evoke the memory of our ancestors and various periods of Prehistory around the world.  

Then, in front of the Dune Steps, you enter a large recreation of several meters length devoted to the Clastres network (prohibited to the public). There, you will see footprints of three children, dated to between 4,000 and 8,000 years BC followed by the 4 drawings in the network:  a weasel, 3 buffalos and an unfinished horse. 

Then, the tour offers 4 short movies on:  

· The discovery of Prehistory, Abbot Breuil and Mr. Leroi-Gourhan, dating, and pigments analysis. 

Afterwards, you will follow the miniature (but rather long) model of the galleries of the Cave of Niaux and the Clastres network while listening to explanations on your audio-guide. Primeval art around the planet is presented on a giant screen. You will eventually arrive in the decorated passage of the Cave of Niaux (recreation) to see many enigmatic symbols before reaching a spot with another movie devoted to movable art, which is very abundant in this area (in particular in the Cave of the Cow). You will also be able to admire some reproductions in display cases. More reproductions of engravings follow on the ground and small video screens present movies about ideas and Prehistorians, artists and famous monks who studied caves.  

Finally, a large section is reserved for the famous Black Room recreation with its buffalos, ibexes and horses.  

Audio-guides are available in several languages:  English, Dutch, German, Spanish and Catalan.  There are also special French comments for children.

Short visit:  45 min

Complete visit:  1 h 30 min 

The Prehistoric Park Workshop

Various camp types are reconstructed: prehistoric summer and winter camps in different regions and guided tours are offered to you. A coach also teaches flint knapping and fire lighting methods.  

Primeval Art Workshop 

This workshop will give you the opportunity to express yourself on a wall and to test your artistic talent with prehistoric-style painting.

 Hunting Workshop

You will be introduced to various hunting techniques and throw spears with a spear thrower.  

Archaeological Workshop 

Do you have a vocation for archaeology? Here you will learn how to join excavations.

Prints Workshop 

Can you recognize wild boar, bear or wolf prints?  Learn how to identify and mould them.  

EXTRAS OF THE VISIT 

· Skilled staff

· 21st century interpretative technology

EXTRAS OF THE PARK 

· Restaurant/snack and picnic area

· A large car park 

· A shop

· Small kennels for your animals during the visit 

INFORMATION

Parc Pyrénéen de la Préhistoire, Route de Banat 09400 TARASCON SUR ARIÈGE 

Tel.:  05 61 05 10 10 

Fax:  05 60 05 19 19 

Internet site: www.sesta.fr 

E-mail: sesta3@wanadoo.fr 

Open March to November
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